 Our group has decided to promote Paws & Think, a non-profit organization that focuses on improving lives through the power a human-dog connection. Their vision creates a community where “every person who would benefit from a dog has the opportunity, and every dog fulfills its potential”. They are an all-volunteer, community-based organization, that was founded by Gayle Hutchens, RN, MSN. Her husband was diagnosed with a serious illness and she was determined to find a way to not only help him but to help others so they don’t have to be alone at difficult times. Paws & Think provides therapy animals as well as handlers to communities that need them. They are committed to research that enhances the benefits of the human-animal connection.
Paws & Think pet therapy program provides their services to whoever may need them. This includes youth who are academically or behaviorally challenged; incarcerated; at risk of suicide; pregnant and single; or lack a positive self image. As well as children and adults with physical, emotional, or behavioral disabilities/needs. They are all service animals as well, specifically stray, surrendered or neglected dogs at risk of euthanasia. They service the communities in which these groups reside in Central Indiana. All ages, genders, races, and ethnicities are eligible for their programs. 

 Paws & Think currently offers 5 different programs. 
Youth-Canine program pairs at-risk youth with shelter dogs for a week long training program. This helps young people learn responsibility, job readiness, anger management, among other skills and the dogs are trained basic obedience.

The Pet Therapy program provides comfort and support to children at a variety of venues in Central Indiana such as schools, libraries and healthcare facilities. Therapy dogs primary purpose is to provide affection and support to all different types of people.
Paws to Read programs are held at schools and libraries in Central Indiana and offer children an opportunity to practice reading to a Paws & Think therapy dog.

Paws to Heal Program partners with healthcare facilities to allow teams to visit with patients, their families, and associates. Studies have shown that interacting with dogs can help lower blood pressure, heart rate and overall stress levels and can even help improve the relationship between a patient and caregiver.
Paws to Comfort Program provides comfort and support for adults, children, and families who are grieving the loss of a loved one or have experienced a crisis or traumatic event.

This organization travels to meet the needs of the community whenever they are needed. They have a partnership with health care facilities, hospice care, schools, youth agencies and humane societies/shelters. Their traveling schedule is within Marion County as well as surrounding counties.
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